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A brief history of Moravian 
Church

Illustration 1.:
The worldness of both the 
Papacy and the clergy leads the 
late Medieval Church into a 
deep crisis.
A theological reform 
movement arises in the 
fertile soil of the Kingdom of 
Bohemia in the 14th and 15th 
Centuries.
In 1415 John Hus was burnt at 
the stake at the Reformcouncil 
of Constance (1414-1418)
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Illustration 2.:
In Prague, a movement of laymen try to live  
a life based on biblical principles.
In the year 1457 Bohemian King Podiebrad 
(1420-1471) grants them land in the Jizerské 
Hory / Adlergebirge. In 1467 this Unity of 
the Brethren receives ordination of their 
own priests from Waldensians and this leads 
to the separation from the Roman Church.

During 30 year war (1618-1648) 
almost all Protestants had to leave 
Bohemia and Moravia. Also the last 
bishop, John Amos Comenius (1592-
1670) went to exile in Naarden near 
Amsterdam.
But he provides his congregation 
in Moravia around Fulnek with his 
writings.

Illustration 3.:
Battle of White Mountain 1620

Illustration 4.:
John Amos  
Comenius 



Illustration 5.: 
Museum of Moravian 
Brethren, Suchdol n. 
O./Zauchtenthal

Illustration 6.:  
Park Moravian 
Brethren, Suchdol n. O./
Zauchtenthal

Illustration 7.:  
Via Exulantis from 
Suchdol n. O. to 
Herrnhut

Thanks to their latest bishop 
Comenius, peasants from 
the Little Cow Country / 
Kuhländchen / Kravařsko 
survived heavy catholic 
suppression for allmost 100 
years. Then Christian David 
(1692-1751) lead the hidden 
seed on the Via Exulantis to 
Upper Lusitania.



Illustration 9.:
Herrnhut founded in 1722

Illustration 11.:
Places of Moravian 
Missions in 18th century.

Illustration 10.: Picture from John Valentine Haidt (1700–1780): First Fruits 
(Zeist/Holland)

Illustration 8.:
Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760)
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There on the estates of 
Count Zinzendorf they 
found religious freedom. 
Allmost 1.000 Moravians 
founded the comunity of 
the new Unitas Fratrum 
and began in 1734 sending 
„Heidenboten“ to many 
parts of the world.



From a sketch on work of  
Georg Schmidt (1709-1785) 
in South Africa, written by 

himself in Marienborn 1744

Illustration 12.:
Georg Schmidt,  
Moravian Archives 
Herrnhut

Illustration 13.:
Khoikhoi Village at 1717 

Illustration 14.:
Group of captured Khoikhoi at 
1904 
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Illustration 15.:
Diary of George Schmidt

Illustration 16.:
Letter of Count Zinzendorf 
from Rotterdam 8/27/1741
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Illustration 17.:
Names of baptised from Georg 
Schmidt

Illustration 18.:
Names of baptised from 
Georg Schmidt by David 
Nitschmann
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Illustration 19.:
Gods acre in Niesky

Illustration 20.:
Thoombstone of Georg 
Schmidt in Niesky

Source: Schiewe, 2014
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In 1792 three Moravian brethren were allowed to travel to the Cape. They 
found old Magdalena, whom George Schmidt had baptised together with  
300 Khoikhoi, reading from his bible.



Life during Apartheid policy



Mandelas relation to Moravians
When Mandela had been young, he was introduced to 
christian ideas by Methodism.
There exits a strong relationship  between Methodism 
and Moravian Church: When in 1738 John Wesley, 
founder of Methodism, was sailing with Moravian society 
members to British colony Georgia, a storm came up and 
he was deeply fullfilled by the believe of the  Moravian 
passengers.

In 1823 Moravian Sister and Brother Peterleitner start Leper work in Hemel-
een-Aarde, which has been moved to Robben Island in 1845 by British Colonial 
Goverment. 

Illustration 21.:
John Wesley (1703-1791)

Illustration 22.:
Leper patiens at Robben Island

Illustration 24.:
Nelson Mandela at Robben Island

Illustration 23.:
Leper station at Robben Island

Illustration 25.:
Prisson cell of Nelson Mandela at 
Robben Island
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Illustration 26.:
Chapel in Genadendal

Source: Werz, 1995

Letter of Dr. Isaac Balie, former director of the Museum in 
Genadendal:
„We, at Genadendal in the Southern point of Africa were deeply touched by the life 
and the passing of Nelson Mandela, former State President of the Republic of South 
Africa.
My generation (I am in my 60`s) heard about this human rights fighter when 
he served life-long imprisonment on Robben Island. It never crossed our minds 
that one day our village would be closely connected to this world-wide renowned 
Statesman.
In January 1995 I had a dream. I dreamt that Mandela visited Genadendal. When I 
woke up, I knew that God gave me this dream that I needed to have a conversation 
with Mr. Mandela. But how?! I am a low profile person, working in a country 
museum as curator, with no political affiliations! Humanly speaking it would be just 
impossible, I said to myself. But, me and my wife prayed to God to make it possible. 
Three month passed, and in March 1995, out of the blue I got a telephone call from 
the State Presidents Office. I was surprised! His secretary was on the phone telling 
me that I was identified as a Cape historian and that they decided to approach me to 
write a proposal for the change of name of the State President`s residence in Cape 
Town. It had a Colonial name `Westbrook` and they were looking for another name. 
I knew then that this was the opportunity to get in touch with Mr. Mandela and in 
this way my dream will come true.



„I sat down and wrote a fairly comprehensive memorandum of twenty pages. Here is a 
summary:
- Genadendal is the first mission station on the continent of Africa  
(Mr Mandela was familiar with mission wok, because he was educated in a Methodist 
mission station school)
- I stressed the important role that Genadendal played in the early history of South 
Africa:
- ecclesiastically (the first mission church at the Cape opened here, etc)
- educationally (the first teacherstraining college in SA, etc)
- economically ( one of the first industrial centers at the cape)
- politically ( the political movements for human rights in the community and how they 
wee suppressed)
- the connection with Robben Island ( the work of the Herrnhuter missionaries amongst 
the Lepers on the Island, before it became a prison )
Within days, after submitted the proposal, his office informed me that Mr. Mandea 
accepted the proposal and that he would like to pay a visit to Genadendal. 
The newspapers reported and overneight Genadendal (who at that time was not even on 
the road maps) became known to all South Africans.
The day in October when he visited, people came all over the country to witness this 

Illustration 27.:
Nelson Mandela in Genadendal at 
10/10/1995

Source: Werz, 1995



event, streets were lined with people just to see him. Preparations for his coming 
took place over weeks. That morning when the helicopter landed in the village, 
II was asked to get into his official car and to brief the State President about the 
village and about the program of the day. I felt so honoured and knew that that day 
my dream will come true. What a humble man, when he walked over to me to shake 
my hand, he said `What a privilege to meet you. It was visa versa and I was deeply 
touched. We got into his car that waited on us. There I sat, low profile villager next 
to this important Statesman. I had one of my best conversations with him, that had 
never in my life with any other person – I had to brief him about the history as we 
drove through the village streets. The tour took 45 minutes and a used five minutes 
to explain him the Gospel. MR. MANDELA ONE CAN ATTEND A MISSION SCHOOL 
OR A CHURCH; BUT THAT IN ITSELF WILL NOT MAKE ONE A CHRISTIAN; JUST THE 
SAME AS IF YOU GO IN A STABLE; ONE WON`T TURN IN A COW, BUT ONE NEED TO 
BE BORN FROM A COW MOTHER TO BE A COW AND TO BE A COW, AND THEREFORE 
ONE MUST BE BORN AGAIN FROM GOD, THROUGH HIS SON JESUS TO BECOME A 
CHRISTIAN- the State President took my hand in his and gave a warm handshake. 
Afterwards he addressed the children in Church and we enjoyed lunch together and 
in the afternoon he addressed the community on the public sports fields. He made 
an effort to shake the hands of all, especially children who reached out to him.” 

Illustration 28.:
Historic printing machine in Genadendal

Source: Krüger, The Pear 
Tree Blossoms 



Sr Virginia Engel, a Moravian minister´s wife, served as Mandelas personal 
Secretary  from 1997 till the end of his term of office.



Illustration 29.:
School in Moravian Hill

Special thanks to:
Zahira Adams, Pretoria

David Brak, Cheb
Rev. Horak-Werz, Gommersheim

 Augustine Joemath, Bishop, Cape Town

Dr. Rüdiger Krüger, Hannover
Dr. Paul Peucker, Bethlehem
Jochen Werz, Gommersheim

Agentura K2 s.r.o., Cheb   
The Frame & Art Factory, Cape Town SA

Illustration 30.:
Garden in Moravian Hill
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Due to Group Area Act from 1923 large parts of Quarter Six has been 
destroyed. Moravian Hill Chapel survived.

In 1995 Nelson Mandela renamed his office in Cape Town to Genadendal.


